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RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
 
One of the most important pilot skills is understanding pilot-controller communications.  Radio 
communication is part of the flight training for FAA pilot certificates and it is also examined 
during the practical phase of your flight check. 

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) phonetic alphabet is used by Air Traffic 
Control (ATC) and pilots throughout the world. 

 
  
ENGLISH IS THE OFFICIAL INTERNATIONAL AVIATION LANGUAGE 
  

A – Alfa                          N – November 1 – One 

B – Bravo                        O – Oscar 2 – Two 

C – Charlie                       P – Papa 3 – Three 

D – Delta                        Q – Quebec    4 – Four 

E  – Echo                         R – Romeo 5 – Five 

F – Foxtrot                      S – Sierra 6 – Six 

G – Golf                          T – Tango 7 – Seven 

H – Hotel                        U – Uniform 8 – Eight 

I – India                          V – Victor 9 – Nine (Nin–er) 

J – Juliett                        W – Whiskey 0 – Zero  

K – Kilo         X – Xray  

L – Lima Y – Yankee    

M – Mike Z – Zulu  

 


